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ieu few £ ?t £ to fft, tors »fh 3 t^ti'd 1 

flTUf rft llZ Fft fej??' ^ tft, ciTtlU cJT^ BTF c<dd'd | 

tef ^tt. fHK5 ^3 3 fHdH&d'd I 

^^cF ^^HHtfej 3 tft, tfrf fej% €t 5 >WU ^TU? 1 1 
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[43] 



w w3 te 1 ftftu t?t 



s 

I 



o 
□ 



n 



It § HK^ fc»TH fHW tft, to >^ Vf fetf HHt 
T^tH ^j^t yft ^ ^H7_ fat tFflT HHt I 

3 € Ht ^ H3, U^H Hit & te 1 fe 1 HH^ I 
>h3 wto lira ^ttf^R TO^^H^HT^TOHH^ I 
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otf u^r. § wg <f anit y^ps fnui fft £ tto gte u fas* ^ jfgi 

U^fEW ^ frrfW fan 3' >f M 1 ^ TFftlH 33 £ 

OT^ ^>f3 uftoM 1 3* ST^ UHR 1 ^'fcrajd Ha~C rTV 3 tTH% ^»T3 y H^P 

arffi ho a^ y^re fiw ?ft fut us fcf ^ fuif fkd^'s fey tftw i 
gtrfuMT ] uju «*£ 3^t3 fcc«v *?H? r ^n>a tfy'fe^ 1 ' ('H'^tr) i 
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a 

§H fRTJT ft ift TO feur, ^ HH^ ST cff »f^TfH»{T ^ | 
Unfet?TO^Ttf tft, UnU^^ft'wfe^tft I 
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UofH H?> Sfa H5 tft WS c/PcJd 1 , eft UcfH ft Udd'fe^f rft I | 
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Un HHTtTt fft HUft nU. »f?SU€ ?W c^dd'd ^TFfbH 1 I 1 
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wfk&^u^^feptf^, fefeswc^dd'd 3di'Py»r i i 
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?^ few ^Z 1 fe^ £ fft VRW^fc'f ftfe^CFfe^H^ i 
^^Vf^T^fe^ 1 , ft ^ftj ?W fwfew rf3 I 

fe^ 7? »fJ=ft »f T £, w ufu ¥Z WWfEW I 

^ fed" >W3fa r >M, ?F§%fe^^H tJtt'fyWH? I 
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otA us^znjtf ^.Ff^^sf^^HH^tf u^raugt i §tf3fifEfi g 
E3iEt 3TE i ^ f3s fES h' 3TE i §h E3J 1 rr^EEl eue m i g 

H3T3 H 1 ^ SHH'B ?TO 3d >HttHlt" 3U 3 fen E 1 EE* fi> 3^3* Ht I 
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h ww z&w fmu, fife 5st»f. few »rfvf3rra i ww zmr 1rfuf tftEH53' g 
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H^ft. §H3'tt' -awir^t. E'fEE^rraitEtHE'EEli uiro'^fsOTSH^^vre g 
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nf .y»f 3 fen huu feu eefb d > Agy°H 3 hIem" eh3 ' e ee e^ee ?ra wfEs g 
eh 3 1! he!, Htf^t s HEt<?f feia 1 £ 3TE (#E H3o) i 

u ~" D 

I 3 iPEt H3tf fHUf. fife E3EH few MfH3H3 (EfiH - fJT3Fy3 Htt?3, Hddl^'H § 

S ^tf-Q-^Tf^)! fE3S* E fe 1 Et fEEPUE SOTf E3E E?5 I §E ift fEU E5Vl 3 a 
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a $Ef Mx?H< tFHB at3f I Ht 1 H 5 f%U ^MfefeM 1 HEf >XH3lE T UEE. 3TE3 g 
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g l^EEf E E^ EE, 3 25WE3fEM^EHW^H8f%E>HH3faT3E3E T ? n 
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3 3TE3 UWl E ES3?5 EE33 E^ I Wrat^ 1 fet3 UfEE H'cSeid'fHl!^ E>EH g 
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EEfeE So-B-^TfHt <5 ^HE^EEEE^EtETEf I Ht!33 f%E E^EUEE 3 g 

g E? fEE fu£ >>fE I Tddil " >WW3 afw 1 3 ftf33t fdH'A U T 3Ef HJ^Et i g 
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| fHd3d 33E OE Ef gt E 1 fHcT3 3§ Htf-Q-Hif 3D § HEM feSS 1 E 3IE I | 

S 3 WW UrPE^ fHW. fife EEU3. >>?f>f3H3 I few S ?t WW few fiW (VH rffes a 
| °H f^fEM 1 I Em £ fEUc^ E tl^ E3RS Jfft U<S. 3 fEUS* S dt fEE | 

H^raEl. ri'fy^'ti ?t EE3 Est Fft (fEu?? h^^) i g 
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WtF llfF tF cffE^ 7 cjj^ 1 , ^3c? 3cf feu W% fo^ftSW ^ 



7tef?ftH^H>>rateHT;tft. dtt^d<Sl^fedcJ>d WTgtl 
Hd^dif ^tutfHTft tft. cJH? cfeTTHU^r^ I 

^fcr OTH 3* Tft tft Hffi >HHt Tft ^TUt* 3^ 

^TH^TO 1 * W §tJU Tft W feS # ^UT 

t^F ^t»ft t TfBT? 1 ^U^, HSf w | 
llfUW E'H ^ ^ fl»fW fffuf tft. Tf§tf ft?UJ Tft 0<td'd 2^ I 

Dpi 1 ftw § ifrri ftfm tft. 3nt iu^t 5^ 1 

^^feTOTft^tift^. ^favrat PHdt^d'd I 
£H 3Ht ddd'd >>frft ^t3, ^? W ^Pd" fera ^ET I 

fphw firm § T?3tf ftfw tft. ^ u3 £ tre 1 
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[ ^ §^ few ^ 3nt uu-u* nt, feu fire (Potato kings) "»tb»p ^ 
q MHutcF feu feu ufuH 1 tjjUtPHre 1 yfeM 1 nt i — TfiPvi<? ] 



[50] 
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HW^^T^^yfe^ Ht, Hfddjd 3B££y'c?y'd wz\ I 
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bsi 3sra eM 1 ^ 1 h fd dj d ^W 1 ^ro ?ms3' mi$ fifcgft 5^ g 
3 foft i $u hot srat ft * git i dfdd'H iro FPd t^ui g 
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Tfafc H: M 

sfeiPsVddd'd IIH I U£fegife»f Ud^d"! HTfeyg^B 1 ^ II R3feHt3t3 I st II g 

udiW>>Flu^dWwiiH i rdH<jt<mfe>#i§^ | 

ufoufo jvh^IG t!'d ii fcPs Hdiw dgjfw 1 ? ii M'UStfagiFtrehl fdlA HdlWl W g 

— — a 

II ijfe Wfi'fed^HH'faW II cJHcF gj5 >H?dJ5 S kfld'IcW II BF TO | 
Sfe^FPtftll Pdlc , >Hdlttl?5 T H3 T ytll iB'feW^ 3d' llf H'fdy djel dlDd' It tTU g 
^3 sn-iHHmft ii ^fuft^?^ ^Qflatft II a 
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^fHW^^Ut^tovft, few 3 ?TO tWU I 

eW >X3H t H t Ffa §§t Wit STO fe^ St toTO ^St I 
LFTfefe^^HHtHf offer Mfu^tyHfeWF^ I 

^ ^rt ^ ora^. to »f£ nt ufeu ^nt i 

fe? 1 Hcfec! Tfetf fHUj § >>?UT^ft ufeptf 1 § WJ3 tfftw^ ITEt 



mto ^rte 1 ^ i ?fa »ft »ru 3 rr§ 3U £f 3 ar§ i >Hdt"H' 

tfq I 3^ §h!f 3Uf 3£ 3^, ftTS wf^F H'f 3fU3 3T4T ?t fH75 

, 3^ ft fer ajg FFftra <£ us ?ret£ i ^na 1 3 urn tfesr< 3* 

3* £cl Mrfew I 

UA'Hdl H : M 

^33 fen* afe to w& fro fufe ^3 trfet ii fsp »^4w<s c<U tro cr 

> UBTOl^ZTW ■^B>>FWf^;ftfTO 1 ^^ ^UOTVJS 7 ^ 
STFtf ftfuj fft fiJW »?f>{3Tra S3Td, *ET§U3, H3U fW fft H^3H fiw 

»?1>pH3 ivara tratf, u^ra 1 fnw rft aftft few »?f^3H3 ?^ra ^eua. 

fit? fHW rft .tfi-FStft fiJW Wife fife Ud" 1 ^ I 

! ufuw 15 fea 3bt Tf to 5^ frfuf rfl Birafew ^ ?t apt ^ Hfi. 

§U ta §3t dl 5aT3 S »T c3T^ TO I 
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| gun fro fe»T3 3^ § | 
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| ?n? Irfuf tft §?f fetJ ^cf Ht rft. §cJ§ t^tf 1 UcTCT?) <?t<J I g 
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jj B3t dJW^'d Ht cJcJ H^, 'UcJ FB^f 3f 37Ut »F ^ I 
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| WUH^lftTTTWU^tHt, ?5Et£ ^ ^ UUH >W ^ I 
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i hot wf&w us h! ste ttfg»r, u^t 0 ht^ H^t jwzj ^fe i 
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TO &ft§ rft fcJ^f >\H?F ??, F^TOttftfu/^^ I 

BrafHZ 3 HSH W 3Zft t, H^^flM^H^^ I 
^rTCS^frS^FPt. HSH ftst ?ft SHt£ I 

fe§ fetf ^ nftw § ; feu Pcf u ft& tft if #t i 

TO frftT»T Hftw >f>W § ; ^TOHtfj^^^l 

^^^rafewH^, fewH^Htumi?^^ I 

UcJ* 3^ ift TO rft HHH cfe 1 , H^tSStTftg^g^ 1 ^ I 
TOcT feHt »?HftcSt B»f H?, >TO3 E^E Hg^ era* ^ | 
ftW3 Tft?t tft FtU^. fecT ^ 3 £*J Tft ^ ^tt I 
tPc?£ TfHTH^ ^Ht, fcfcF fc?5f HH 1 I 
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fcro 3 teB tto ?ra fcjrr fe 1 Ht fUQTd §u Tri ot? fme g 
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fe^f to ijH HHT Ht tft. UUH 3f feU ftW Ht »T ^ 
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»f T UT>X + te UH UH 1 erect. gtUHU cTH ut HUTt Ht »f #t I I 
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^cTHU tcTt^HHrft, UU^tcFS^re HH^ ^tt I 
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cfe T c(ldd6HlHWu«HU5 T , TUU 1 fe Ht §U HU* UTU I 



h swu3fe»TO>>H£ .fest^afe^mi ©u^^fe^'Ai '3re3'»wg^ 

t? >^tZH 3 !3TC3 ITO^t £ ufo$ tJAdW I HW\if\8 feu 

Wt TWO ?TO >HH3ta T 3 ff3H?rt 3fe (#<* IW 133) I 
5 3fet rfl. feafeW, fawfrTUBH I »fU H^^.^.^t ^pfe? 

fy^d'H # uttna i feu itfm fRfte ^fei H^t ^ mr fe^ i=rs i 
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©•Jld'dl ^ f&jl frt<V i}H H Hft^t I g 
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^3^3 nt €lH flt. Ht TT^t»F U 1 tl I 
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ta ^ £ STO ijH f& tT% 0^ rW 3f I 
fotre MH ^ ^ Fft, rTC §tre ^fe Ft CF ^ I 
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toHrefeH?TOC}H^r7t, ^U^g^HSHH^^Ht I 
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Hip! W &fz^ Qb'Qd 75St M-t-^tf § UWf 3 '^H^ 
U^t£ r 

feft W djdf^d fiW ut >Hdl^'yl U5 ht| 
?r>>ft TTZTO feu UtfUS ^ fuut WJ-i'dd' 778 3 HHcf 

§ ^5t»f fat §OT ^ H^'dld' Ufe»F §h£ HHt 

»{^r 1tt^ feu £ umro to Ihw 

t ite-UUEMH^^HUfrtUf 66dl^^t Wi, UU T U t 3'' GddfWf 

ut £3 h£ urt, ira fa ?t ufufcw £ EM grftw § 3 »TH 
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a [H g>gr ^3<S fHW, fu? fe^ »?f>{3Hg (UW B-H-Ht^O; Hddl^'H 

3o-<w-<itfgt) i/JTUUireztuufu^uutroi ufefc stated Ml w><yl diyl. fuf 

few ut U 1 U5 Htf £ £ 5 UH93 «Hf£t HS^T IflfU 3fe>f WU 5"H ?> ul 
few ut »f3H W H>}3 fetJU 7 f H^TU?) Ul ft? alut (fUife* 1^3) I 
a 5 WW ^Hd fHUf. fife 66dl^ Itdtt 1 >>ffvj3T : ra (RSK HtDtf Hddkl'H "M?^) 3TUU U 1 ^ 
UUfo&vfeUdtFfil ufdtt' «S'h1 HA'k?l dl^ fedH33@Hdl>U -OTlMl Ht?33 

fes Q<sl h 1 w ^te tdi ^fer 3& i ferro isfej § vtetw ^ #5 g^ii few few (ft 
| 3 uute fun fnuf . fu? cifts. fa^ »?fvpuu 1 feu sut us u otuuW § 

.grft frftra^t UU TO I U 1 ^^ feu feu VfHUcJ §QH ft?"f J-jJutr H?> I 

uft^^ufeu^iret -@Hutuusti uu'Huyftd'Hvteul (huutt) Otfl. 
§9 gu^ 33 Ous dt iftro uuu 1 ^^.di'AHd'A l^fe 3 sfej USfijU 3UU U&. 

jquueu^ dd^ ^OT5u)f^»<suMu5^u9 huMiM (fuiw <«if) 1 
w3x}, jffiss sfej feu fen 1 feM 1 1 tvratu^u^tu^Huruufi H^Htfeu 

fcTOU^fU^fdUTO^Wdl'd'dfeH^-feTTOl^Uf^Hd^lWHBo) I 
I M UUtU (ifeu) STUt d'H fife H38t, fe^ UU3 (tTSH Htt3. UUtut ^^-^-HlfHM), 
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wfHW^H^ItHt^H^, HaHa^HtaV^H^tl 

info^ »rs Hdl^ c<dd'd 1hV Tft. Uragt Ijw 3 tft <vw ydi m\ 
35 5 few 1 £u kdZSw >f. ^fe TO t H^W ife Hat I 
^TSt tsrt^t Ht »f£ §t, HH3" B 1 g^r 335 nat I 
f^m § uafe>ro HH?. B^§5UaWH^Hat I 

trofrfm^fma^H^^, feu^Htus?ifeHati 

§HH 1HW H ^ ^HHW^ Ht, W HHH H ^ 33^ nat I 
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^U^ fe^t ^Hut TO ft. tfer H 1 feu Hit §aif5 Hat I 
y^HHd rft ^fa^ #3 Bat, tHHU #U SfiS5 Hat I 
H3 HH fsf TO" Ht HU3" u£, HHH W 3U H^U U£§5 Ha^ I 
HuffB3>HHHTOH3", HU^fHWUaTTO»ftf^Hatl 
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W& cJcft Ht HHH §t, PPf TO fea tT t »fe Hat I 
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3£ (#£ if?? 133) I 

3 HOte ddd'd fifu/. fife Hdy. ftJH 1 HfiPHW (tT?5H 38-M-1ttf£ HZlt~^t 

^l^Ha^l tHO^^gs^P^ufeTurgTrUHtH^Sr^l^ 133) I 
3 UST go gcTfe c?: l) I - rflFOTl 
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§w to torrent to wl, TO^ts^pgH^tfft I 
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I 3 H grgf fHUf Hj H3W fHUf »fW3H3 

| 3 3 grnt H^ fHUf Tff §H3 fHUf %Ef UEt. »ff>[3HU 

□ 

g 3 3 3^ fUK fHUf Hj fHUf cWS. »?t>pFra 
a 

a 3 8 5 T 5t (H?) fHUf ^ fe»TO fHUf ^U3. Mf>j3H5 



o 



[82] 



=> m 3 T st fzra fnuj 

=?p 3 T nt f^eg fffuf 

5t ^h! ^ fwi 

^£ w$ ^ tmu 

30 we\ fera fnm 

33 ^Et ft?53 fHUf 

33 HTHt fH^H fHUf 

38 w$ tT^e fnm 

3M 3^ fRW 

3£ 3*Ht fHUf 

3t ^Ht fa? fHW 

3tf 3^ f3 fHW 

8 o W[ iHUf 



1$ fHUf 
*ft cJH<S'o< fmy 

^ ^H 1 ^ 1 fRUf 

^ ^rayy firm 

hh firm 
t$ H?^Ht firm 



^tw. TO 

Hd'si', HftPX 7 ^ 



a 
a 
a 



5 



5 



^£ u^t ^t»r ^p^p § »f?^ 

tM w 5 3a ife 1 , 3" t ^ Bufc^r §t 1 



3 

i 
1 

§ 

s 
i 



ftM wter £ hw fefr 1wh £ ad £ fe ft 



[83] 



I 



eT^f 1 M, TOM i^H 3fH^% te ft I 

llW KStf § few 3 #3 t3t, »ft>TO ^ "feu 3" ^fa ft I 

K K H 



! i 

S g 

I 15. I 

s s 



a 



oP& U^f S" oriM* cTO HB?) 

»f#>TO fe^ ^ ^H^t U3ut, W §H§ fSH Tft I 

H3 f»?c5t»F fe?Wr fey cfcJcf, ^gt 3cF "feu tTC-SH wrfew Ht I 
^^5H3^H^H?t§ rft, UT§^£ytf Srarfs^Ht I 

»ft)-ra 5 w £ 33 te 1 , "aWfe >fcre oi^kw tit i 

Hit Htf fel i3W ?>, ^ tfo eft »fUS T fe»f Ft I 



S 



D 
a 
a 



bt3 A c(yiz\ &b rni ras 



I 



»r* ttf f t#*ff ftrtfw § . w f%H ^fe^ nti 
^rf >hk^ t .t^ 1 wft tstt nra vraiH MFfew nt i 
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»f#H T 7J fe^ ^oT H^ f# feg §1 Utrfe>tfT Ht I 

»rar eft £u £ tj^h erai, M m §t tp-Mnw nt i 

fi^'tf'd 3 ^fe»F ^t. H37J »fwt 3^ H »ffe»f T Ht I 

HW^d^^TOHT^Hd^t, tUSHH^^H 1 ^ ^W'fbWHH? I 
crat? HeJ^ Ht? cTRJ ftWTJ 3" S^^H^twfWHHt I 
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HT.WH 3^- c P- c ^3) IW/W8fegW H^4 S'fefWa WSd Wi I 3W7 
fe^^ut HEH 1 BUT ^TOtT Mf5 [37TB ^ McTRfa ftfHTUB 3 JH3 HFt 

Hit}, ira 3TH3T ?ra fen 3h tjf3 Lratrra § srtrvft a3 ten 1 i feu ?*fe»F 

3T§ I 2lft HFt Hfrp ^JTH 1 ftw, feu?T Hd'ytt 1 efty. tT93 ufe»P. 3 

feus' ^W^^fe^tfltS 1 ! t^.^e^t5T>vP^>)?tK7iitlt^fgWl 
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djdt^'d'HfMtfeH^. ■?? I H"'3frff UnJtHfT^Tf^fTHtl 

wmz ^t ?tt nrfe 3^', few £ ?ra Wsw Ht ! 

> >ff>-[3T : ra' :? % HH rE 1 rTH sFEt, cTRjf>fc £ QfUrf^H 7 Ht I 
^TOHtfWF'rfHitetf, OT^^^fBU^UrfWHt I 

s^'dd^dH ?jt fan 3$ §s h^. t&t 3tftB few 6fdd'ry»r Ht I 

^ HUW fc>ro ^HfepT^tRFfWHl I 
33\ 3 tte UOTU ifat. 3^ Ht Wfe 1 >HW T fu>>f r Ht I 
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I A SIKH MYSTIC* i 

a a 

s s 

a a 
u a 

Our views about Sikh mysticism are based on the Guru (iranth g 
g and the Gurus' lives which are the true mirror reflecting their system, g 
g Dissenters may still claim that we have expressed only an g 

a a 

g interpretation which cannot be taken to be axiomatic. In order to g 
g dispel the possibility Of any doubt, we have already given | 
| authoritative interpretation of Guru Hargobind himself, which he g 
g expressed in his dialogue with saint Ram Das. We now propose g 
g presenting a brief sketch of the life of a recent Sikh mystic. Baba g 

D a 

g Wasakha Singh. His views will show how he understands the gospel g 
□ S 
o oi the Gurus and the path laid by them. 

According to the unanimous opinion of his knowledgeable | 

contemporaries. Baba Wasakha Singh was a mystic of eminence. | 

He was held in the highest esteem by the Sikhs and other g 

communities in the Punjab, He was born in 1877 at Dader in the g 

o 

district of Amritsar. His uncle Baba Khushal Singh was also a well- g 
known mystic. According to Babaji, as he was affectionately called. | 
he attained, by the Grace of God. the mystic union at an early age. 3 
After his marriage and some years of service in the country, he g 
went to America as a Punjabi emigrant to that land. There also he g 
earned the respect of all those who came in touch with him. He g 
was looked upon by them as a person of religious eminence. He g 
gave his entire bank balance as a contribution for raising the first S 
Sikh Gurdwaia (shrine) in Stockton. He was a guide and. helper to § 
■all the needy persons. The First World War broke out in 1914. | 



Courtesy -Siklusm Theology and Mysticism hy S. Daljit Singh. Chapter 2n. pp. 293-299. 
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a t g 

n India was then under the British yoke. Indians in the (United) States a 

1 1 lanned to raise a revolt against the British. A revolutionary g 

| organisation, called the (ihadr Party was started. Babaji became g 

a a 

g one of its principal members. In 1914 most ot these revolutionaries g 

a a 

g came to India. They made contacts in the Indian army and among g 

□ a 

g the people so as to organise the rebellion. But the revolt could not g 

S he a success because the plans leaked out. Babaji was arrested, g 

g tried for treason and transported lo Andamans as a life convict, g 

g Scores of people were sent to the gallows. His property in India g 

a a 

g was confiscated. As regards his property in the USA, it had already g 

0 o 

g been donated for the public cause. g 

It is, however, pertinent to state that it was a time when Gandhi | 

| and Tilak were cooperating with the British in their war effort. All g 

g we wish to indicate is that it was the mystic intuition of Babaji that g 

g urged him to join the revolutionary party and raise the revolt, g 

n a 

g Another Sikh mystic. Sant Randhir Singh, who had also joined the g 

n n 

g Ghadr movement, was arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment, g 

g Babaji "s health broke down because of the unhealthy climate and | 

g the lortures he was subjected to in the Andaman Jail. Following a g 

g •government order of general amnesty on winning the First World f 

a b 

g War. he was released after serving a sentence of 4 or 5 years in the g 

1 jail there. I 

a - a 

On arrival in India the first step he took was to oraanise a S 

g committee in order to raise funds for aid and stipendiary assistance g 

| to political sufferers and their dependents. As the head of this | 

13 _ O 

° Committee, he became, both for the surface and the underground g 

o n 

g revolutionaries, the chief contact man in the political organisation, g 

a o 

g Consequently he continued to be an obvious suspect in the eyes of | 

g the Government. The police always kept him and his activities 5 

g under strict surveillance. g 

§ Following the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the Akali agitation | 

a " "a 

g tor the management of Sikh shrines. Punjab was in political ferment, g 

□ a 

g Babaji joined these struggles. As a Sikh mystic he was deeply g 
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respected in the community. He was appointed the chief (Jathedar) 
of the Akal Takht — the highest religio-political seat of the Sikhs. 
Again, when the desilting operations were undertaken by the Sikhs 
at the Tarn Tarn shrine, he was chosen by the Sikh community as 
the leader (Jathedar) among the five Piaras (Beloved ones). During 
that period, there arose a conflict among the members of the top 
religious organisation of the Sikhs. By common consent he was 
appointed the arbitrator to settle the differences. 

But. all the same. Ins other political activities continued unabated. 
Frequently, and for years he was jailed or interned. Most of Babaji"s 
associates were members of the Communist or the Socialist parties, 
ull fighting lor socio-political causes and freedom of the country. 
Here is one of the appeals he issued to his countrymen : "L-aeh one 
of you should help and join the freedom lighters in their war for 
independence. Slavery is a great curse. If you cannot help the 
struggle for freedom, at least desist from obstructing and opposing 
the efforts of the patriots. You have been praying for the victory of 
the British so as to save them from defeat at the hands of Germans. 
Can you not at least pray for those engaged in the light for freedom 
of your own country '? Is not death better than the present slavery 
?*' A lew more words about his political views. He said that it was 
tne Will of God that all men should live as equals and disparity 
among them should go. All forces, even the biggest Empires and 
Powers, if they came in the way of this progressive movement 
initialed by (iod. would be crushed. He used to observe jokingly. 
"Sikhs feel I am not a good Sikh because most of my associates 
and co-workers, are communists who have no faith in (iod. On the 
other hand, communists say that 1 can never be a good communist 
because my first loyalty is to God." 

Hans Sarvar gives an account of the lives and views of a noted 
chain of Sikh mystics who lived between 1830 and 1950. In that 
book Babaji finds a prominent mention as one of the great 
personalities. The editor. (Sant Harbhajan Singh ji) himself a mystic, 
describes him as an outstanding livins mystic. Most of his early 
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a 

g morning was spent in his devotional remembrance of God and in 

D 

a meditation. Those in trouble made all kinds of requests to him for 

a 

| alleviating their sufferings. Invariably he prayed for them. Many 
g eases have been verified in which he had done the healing. He 
g never tried to take credit lor the healing that took place. When 
g anyone made a request, he would say, "let us pray together to God 
| to help us." And he would pray to God thereafter. 

True. Babaji's views about mysticism were deeply dyed by the 
| Guru Granth and the lives of the Sikh Gurus. All the same, his 
| statements about mysticism are very clear on the issues we have 

n 

g discussed earlier. We record the translation of extracts from a poem 

a 

a written by Babaji while he was in the Andaman jail. 

O 

"Some persons say that there is no God. They proclaim and 
| spread this falsehood. I hereby state the truth, true God has shown 
| His presence to the Bhagats (mystics)." "Many Mahatmas have 
g stressed that one should give up the house-holder's life and have 
g resort to the seclusion of the forest. There, they suggest, one should 

O 

° take to ascetic practices, give up food and clothing, and starve the 
| beautiful human body to a skeleton. For the purpose, they 
| recommend all kinds of self-inflicted tortures, including hanging 
g oneself upside down, standing erect all the time and smearing the 

D 

g head and the body with ashes. Some eet themselves beheaded at 

a 

" Kashi. others have their limbs' mutilated. Do not imagine that it is 

D 

□ easy to have one's head removed in the name of God. But, hail. 
| Guru Nanak and the ten Gurus, who have shown a lovely, glorious 
g and straight path, without fruitless self-tormenting of the body. No 
g practice of self-mortification can destroy the snake of egoism 

D 

g (Hatwien). Live as a householder in the world, and follow the 
| advice of the Gurus for earning your living by honest means and 
g for sharing your income with others. Live well and keep your 
| body, house and clothes neat and clean, remembering God all the 
g time. Give good education both to your boys and girls. Be on 

D 

g your guard against the wiles of the ecoself and follow the way ot 
□ 

S Naam. The e»o misleads you. Beware of it and keep yourself on 

a a a a a a a a a a a tS a a a a a a a a a a a a a n a a a a a a a a a a a a a era o a a a a a a a a 
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a to tlic path of Clod, always remembering Him. Control your ego. g 

a a 

g otherwise it is likely to lead you into difficulties and land you in g 

D D 

g deep waters. Be strong and bold enough to keep it under check. | 
g because few can escape its machinations. Practice your meditation | 
| and concentration in order to keep the mind in tune with the Word g 
g i t (iod. thereby hearing the unstruck music. If you keep your g 

a a 

g mind attuned to God (Wahegurii), you will remain tranquil and in g 

o a 

g peace, and have no pain and suffering. Always raise your voice g 
g against those who are tyrannical to man. Bring those who shun the g 
| poor and the weak on to the right path. There is but one God and g 
g we are all his children. Let us love one and all. Fill your heart with g 

a a 

g the love of God, second serve your country and. third, use your g 

o a 

g earnings for the service of man. Practice these three virtues and S 
g educate your children to do the same. God approves and acclaims | 
| those w ho imbibe these values." 

The editor of Hans Sarvar, while recording the above poem, g 
g writes that Babaji's views are well-known, namely, the howsoever g 

d a 

g religious devotion and meditations (Bhakti) one may practise and. g 

g whatever might be one's conduct and merits, if one has not at heart E 

g the love of man or compassion for him. one is hardly a worthwhile g 

g Sikh (mystic). Further, that if anyone is unjust or oppressive, all g 

a a 

g his meditations or Samadhis and Bhajan are of no avail. He writes g 

a a 

g that Babaji's whole life had been spent in fighting those who were g 
| tyrannical and unjust to man. | 
Having given the background, let us now record his views on g 
mysticism. He observed. "It is a great achievement to have the § 
mystic experience of God. I cannot describe the depth of bliss one g 

a a 

g finds in that state. But the Gurus' mysticism goes ahead and higher g 

a " o 

g than that. While being in tune with God. one has to do good in the g 

D O 

g world and undertake the service of man. It is a higher stage than ° 

a - b a 

g the one of mystic bliss. This is the stage of Guru's Sikhism. You g 
| know how difficult it is for an ordinary person to give up the worldly g 

D D 

g pleasures and possessions and instead follow (he path of God. It is g 

a a 

g even more difficult for the mystic to come out of the state of his g 
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a d 

a intense and tranquil bliss in order to serve man. But, that is the Will | 

3 of God. It is the highest mystic stage to serve the poor and the 3 
| downtrodden and yet remain in union with Him." At another time 
g lie said. "The mystic bliss is so intense that a moment's 
g disconnection with it would be like death to me. but the higher 
g stage than that is not to remain enthralled in it. but. side by side, to 

o work consistently for the well-being of suffering humanity." This | 

5 statement solves another point of Sikh mysticism, viz.. that even 5 

3 I'uring his life the mystic never loses touch with God and the mystic | 

| union is never interrupted. Some mystic disciples of Babaji were g 

g anxious that he should devote himself primarily to missionary work g 

a a 

g concerning Sikhism rather than spend his time in socio-political g 

3 activities which were a great strain on his feeble health, especially | 

3 during his old age. He replied. "You know what is the Will (Raza) | 

| of God for me; you also know that in doing political work 1 am | 

D D 

g only carrying out His Will and not my own will. In wanting me to g 

a a 

g remain engrossed in mystic bliss and in doine missionary work g 

a a 

3 (Dharani-parchar) do you want that in God's Court 1 should be 3 

□ D 

S counted amone those who avoided to carry out His Will (Raza)." 3 

3 This reply settled the issue. In the same context, he spoke on another | 

g occasion. "Some persons want me to do missionary work regarding g 

a a 

g the mystic way to God. Such work would be a life oi peace and g 

g ease for me. People would come, how themselves before me. touch g 

D a 

3 my feet and listen to my lectures. Do you think a life of such 5 

5 comfort is difficult for me '.' But. brothers, this is not the way the g 

g Sikh Gurus taught us. A Sikh s first duty is to work for the welfare g 

a a 

g ot man and react to injustice and wrong wherever it is and whatever g 

a u 

g be the cost." At another time he said. "What kind of devotion g 

a d 

g (Bhakti) is that in which one remains engrossed in one's meditations g 



and the poor suffer all around us. This is not mysticism. A Guru's 
Sikh must work and serve the poor." 

Babaji 's observation about the Will of God shows, as also slated 
in the Japji. that a mystic becomes aware of the right role he is 
called upon to play and that he must cany out His Will in the world. 

a a a a a a a a a a tra ab a a a a a a a a a a a a a a an a a a a a a o a a a a a a a a a a a i 
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a On another occasion, a devout Sikh addressed him. "Babaji. I feel g 

a a 

I should go to Russia, the land of disbelief in Clod, and convey and g 

preach there the lofty message of the Sikh Ciurus." For sometime | 

Babaji listened to this and then said. "What would you teach to the g 

1 Russians that they should also become political slaves like us T § 

a a 

g By this one sentence he not only punctured the bubble of a g 

a a 

a misconception about religion, but also enunciated clearly what were g 
g the right priorities for a mystic or a devout Sikh. 

[> We have given a brief description of Baba Wasakha Singh's | 

g ideas about I he duties and role of a Sikh mystic and of anyone § 

g trying to tread the path of Clod. Like the Sikh Ciurus. he justified | 

d n 

g the use of force for a righteous cause. g 

n a 

a If one were to trace morel v his political activities during the g 

g struggle lor freedom and righteousness, without taking into account g 

g his mystic achievements, one would get an entirely wrong § 

g impression about his religious or mystic personality. Once a lawyer, g 
who was aware only of Babaji "s socio-political activities, observed. 



a 
a 
a 

a a 

g "The\ say Babaji is a great mystic, but from mv acquaintance with g 

□ a 

g him. all I can say is that he is an honest, good and devoted political g 

n .- i . -.i -i „[-•.• _„ •• a ii .l-„ •_ _i •_ n 

a 
a 



a 



tighter without any personal ambitions." All this, in a way. explains 
how persons ignorant of true mysticism, or with narrow religious 
ideas, grossly misunderstand and misinterpret the role of Guru 
(Jobind Singh as a true religious leader merely because of his 
i tilitani activities and the creation of the Khalsa. 

The life of Baba Wasakha Singh shows that in Sikh mysticism 
there is no divorce between Ood's life and the moral life, and 
between the life ol a mystic and the life of one who reacts against 



g all kinds of economic, social and political injustice and oppression, g 



In fact, both activities are inter-linked and the one leads to the other. 
Tlie above statements about the life and views of a recent Sikh 



g mystic show how identical are his views with those we have g 

D 



expressed regarding Sikh mysticism. In the spiritual life, love of 
Clod and man is of primary importance. From this follows the 
greatest relevance Of socio-political work in order to achieve the 
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" equality of man. One has to he on guard against the pitfalls of ego- 

a 

| centrism which lead to human sufferings. In the same way. the 
| mystic has to avoid heing satisfied with the joys of union with God. 
§ He should not fail to carry out His will in the socio-political field. 
We find that the views of Baba Wasakha Singh are in tune with 
those of the Gurus. Few would suggest seriously that his mystic 
experience and ideas are not typical, but are just personal to him. 



11 

o 
II 
u 
tl 

ti 
ti 

u 

u Separately, we have siiven the views of some recent Hindu mvstics. a 

t ' : ; 

□ D 

° recent Hindu mystics have lived in an identical cultural background 
□ 

a 
tl 
■i 



Their ideas are quite the same as those expressed by the mystics of 
Upanisadic period. Both Baba Wasakha Singh and most of the 
recent Hindu mystics have lived in an identical cultural background 
and practically in the same period of time. And. yet. while there is 
a striking similarity between the ideas and ideals of the Sikh Gurus 
and those of Babaji. there is a complete contrast between the 
experiences of the latter and those of the modern Hindu mystics. 
Similarly, the experience of the modern/Hindu mystics are entirely 
congruous with those of the Upanisadic sagas expressed over 2500 



a a 

a years earlier. All this leads to the evident conclusion that it is the S 

n 



character of the mystic experience itself thai governs the conduct 
| and the views of the mystic and not the cultural background in 
| which he is brought up and lives. For. we have also seen that 

a 

g 'Christian mystics', with a common cultural background, have 

D 

S expressed very variant views. Unless one doubts the very validity 

n 

| of all mystic experience, it is not possible to explain, on any other 
•j ground, the similarities and contrasts pointed out above. The views 
| of Baba Wasakha Singh give an authentic interpretation of Sikh 
E mysticism. They also clarify the contrast between Prophetic 

o 

g mysticism and Quietisi or Merger mysticism. 
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